Differential diagnosis of primary stuttering and
normal nonfluency in children

Abstract:
Introduction:Early Diagnosisandinterventionof primary stutter-
ing is the key for prevention of chronic developmental stuttering.
Normal nonfluency of children under 5 years old is an important dif-
ferential diagnosis of primary stuttering. The goals of this researchare
findingaccuracyofdiagnosesonchildrenreferredto Sabaspeechtherapy
Cliniclabeledasnormal nonfluenty and introducing more precise methods

of differential diagnosis.

Materials & methods:The research method is case series study in which
through simple sampling procedure stuttering children referring to Saba Clinic
during 1382 & 83 were studied.
Research tools and data collection consist of: questionnair, spontaneous speech
sample recording and determining VOT using laryngograph processor.
It should be noted that due to lack of normative data of vOT,the VOT of normal sub-

jects are analysed and compared with stutterers.

Findings:Based on the numerical criteria, our findings indicated thatonly one of stut-
terers was normal nonfluentand the others were stutteres. vOT data of stutteres also were
compared tothatofnormal matchedchildren. Theresultsrevealed thatall of stutterershad

significantly (p<0/05) longer vOT than normalsubjects.

Yadegari F. (M.Sc.) Conclusion: Thisstudy providesagoodnumericandclinical measure forspeech language

pathologists fordiagnosis of primary stutteringand normal nonfluency. Morover,. us-
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