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[T The purpose of the present study was to investigate the efficacy of group play therapy on the
social skills of pre-school hearing-impaired children.

The present research was a semi-experimental study with pre-test, post-test design
and control group. The participants were 30 male hearing-impaired children from pre-schools centers
in Varamin and Gharchak provinces who were selected using available sampling method. Subjects were
randomly divided into experimental and control groups, each group consisted of 15 children. The experi-
mental group received 12 sessions of group play therapy and the control group did not. The instruments
were done using the Raven coloure progressive matrices test and social skills rating scale. The data were
recorded and statistically analyzed using MANCOVA.

ST The results of MANCOVA showed that group play therapy had a significant effect on the social

Keywords: skills of hearing-impaired children (P<0.001). The results also revealed that group play therapy had a pos-
Group play itive and significant effect on all subscales of social skills in these children: cooperation, self-assertiveness
therapy, Social skills, :  and self-control (P<0.001).

Hearing-impaired [CTTIERT Group play therapy can improve the social skills of hearing-impaired children. It is recom-
children © mended to pay serious attention for planning play therapy for hearing-impaired children.
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