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[TEENTRTT) Autism is a pervasive developmental disability that impress on social interaction, verbal
and nonverbal communication and stereotyped behavioral patterns. Regarding initiation difficulties of
these children and weakness of interventions in creation of motivation, in this study we tried to exam-
ine effect pivotal response treatment method on initiation’s ability of autistic children.

In this randomized control trial (RCT) study, according to inclusion and exclusion
criteria, 30 autistic participants (6 to 11 years old) that matched based on age, gender and mean length
utterance, from especial Hamedan clinics for autistic persons were selected and placed randomly in one
of groups of intervention and control. Sessions were administered individually, lasting for 60 minutes
and 2 days a week for 3 months. Both groups of children were tested before and after intervention by
CCC (children’s communication checklist) to assess initiation’s ability. Data analysis were done through

Keywords: descriptive statistics, Independent t-test, Chi-squared and covariance analysis.

Autistic children, ST Findings of study showed (according to covariance analysis between before and after of inter-
pragmatic ability, © vention in two groups) there is significant change in initiation’s ability in intervention group (p<0.001).
motivation, Pivotal The result of these study indicated effect of pivotal response treatment on initiation’s ability
response treatment ¢ in autistic children, therefore this method is recommended in therapeutic interventions.
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[EISTEEE Accurate measurement of thoracic kyphosis has a great value for both evaluating patients and
monitoring the effect of different treatments. Dual Digital Inclinometer (DDI) has been introduced as a
non-invasive devise that can measure the kyphosis angle. However, according to available information,
there is only one published study regarding the estimation of validity and repeatability of this device in
our country. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to determine the validity and repeatability of the
thoracic kyphosis angle measurement using DDI in women over 45 years.

In this methodological study, thoracic kyphosis was measured by DDI device
three times on 20 women aged 45-70 years. The first two measurements were taken with an hour apart
in same day to assess the repeatability within-day and the third measurement was taken one day later to
assess the between-days repeatability. Furthermore, the value of kyphosis angle was measured by calcu-
lating Cobb angle on radiological films with an examiner and the validity of obtained angle was studied
by DDI ICC correlation coefficient test with 959, confidence intervals for data analysis.

[(EETE The validity of values obtained by DDI compared to the Cobb angle was high (ICC=0.86). This

Keywords: revealed that the DDI was reasonably valid for women over 45 years. Within-day and between-days
Validity, Repeat- thoracic kyphosis measurements using DDI were shown to be reliable with high ICC values. (0.95 for
ability, Thoracic Ky- : within-day and 0.93 for between days).

phosis, Dual Digital According to the findings of the present study, the DDI is a valid and reliable tool for non-
Inclinometer © invasive measurement of thoracic kyphosis.
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