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Peer acceptance of students
with hearing disorders in inclusive and
non-inclusive schools

Abstract
Introduction: This study investigated the level of hearing disorder

children’s acceptance by their peersininclusive andnon-inclusiveschools

inthe city of Tehran.
Materials & Methods: Thesample inthis studywas 323 elementary school

students in grades 3-5 from the schoolsin different regions of Tehran. These

studentswere studying alongside theirpeers withmild hearing disability. Also.

forcomparisonthisstudyuseda sample of65 students from non-inclusive (regu-

lar) schools. Level of acceptance was measured through the use of Acceptance
Scale developed by Voeltz(1980). The major questions in this study were based

onthe impact of the factors of gender and the type of school attended by studen
(inclusive or non-inclusive).
Findings: Theresults indicated thatin inclusive schools, boy's level of acceptance W
higher than that of the girls. Alsoa significantly lower level of acceptance was found i

regular school students as compared with that found in inclusive schools.
This finding led the investigators to conclude that the experience of i

-

Conclusion:
siveeducationcanleadtohigherlevelofregularstudents’ acceptancetowardsspecialn

students. Suggestions for future researchare givenin lightoflimitations ofpresen

Adibsereshki N.(M.Sc.) The need for further understanding of the factors contributing to student acceptar

inclusive settings is emphasized.

Salehpour Y. (Ph.D.)
Assist profof Shahid Beheshti

University

Key words: Exceptional children /inclusion(educational) /acceptan

inclusive school / hearing disorders




