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ABSTRACT

TS Research in speech-language pathology (SPL) in Iran has experienced remarkable growth since
the establishment of the discipline in 1973. However, no comprehensive and systematic evaluation
of the scientific productions of SPL faculty members in Iran and their international impact has been
conducted so far. The present study aims to fill this gap by examining the indexed articles of Iranian
faculty members in pediatric SPL, providing the research trends, indexing databases, and thematic areas.
This is a descriptive-retrospective study. All indexed and peer-reviewed articles in
pediatric SPL published by SPL faculty members at Iranian medical universities between 2007 and 2024
were extracted from the Scientometric Portal of the Iranian Ministry of Health and Medical Education.
Following the systematic screening of 398 articles, 380 eligible articles were analyzed based on seven
main indicators: annual publication trends, clinical domains and subdomains, research focus, target
population, research design, and status of indexing in international databases.

(ST The SPL research showed an increasing trend, with the highest rate observed between 2020
and 2022 (23.7% of all articles). Receptive/expressive language was the most popular domain
(40.3%), followed by speech sound production (16.3%), semantics (11.6%), phonology (10.8%), and
feeding/swallowing disorders (8.4%). Regarding target population, the studies on children with typical
development (30.8%) and hearing impairment (21.1%) had the highest rate. The dominant research
focus was disorder characteristics (38.7%), while the focus on intervention (17.6%), epidemiology (2.4%),
and screening (3%) was limited. Overall, 93.92% of articles were indexed in international databases, with
Scopus providing the highest coverage (75.8%).

[@TEIERT Iranian faculty members in SPL, while addressing local priorities, have maintained international
publication standards and achieved significant growth in knowledge development in this field. Pediatric
SPL research in Iran has reached a stage of scientific maturity primarily built on studies of language
development and hearing disorders. However, significant gaps exist in interventional, epidemiological,
screening studies, and investigation of certain clinical populations such as children with attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder, voice disorders, and learning disabilities. This study can be a roadmap for
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Introduction

peech-language pathology (SLP) is a spe-
cialized field that deals with the prevention,
assessment, and treatment of speech-lan-
guage and communication disorders, includ-
ing swallowing disorders, across the lifespan
[1-4]. Scientific research in this field plays a key role in
enhancing the quality of clinical care through the devel-
opment of valid diagnostic tools, design of intervention
protocols, and improvement of service delivery models
[5-7]. The SLP discipline in Iran began in 1973 with the
establishment of the Higher School of Rehabilitation
Sciences. Over the following decades, with the expan-
sion of academic programs and the formation of profes-
sional structures, it gradually consolidated its scientific
and clinical position [8]. Given the linguistic and cul-
tural diversity in Iran, the development of assessment
tools and interventions tailored to the linguistic and cul-
tural characteristics of Iranians with speech-language
disorders is essential. In recent years, Iranian scholars
have taken significant steps toward localizing tools and
improving services, including those examining barriers
and capacities for tele-rehabilitation and highlighting
the importance of equitable access to speech therapy
services, particularly in special circumstances [9, 10].

Scientometric and bibliometric studies are systematic
and powerful approaches for examining knowledge
structures, identifying research trends, and determining
future priorities. These studies enable the evaluation of
thematic and methodological changes over time, iden-
tification of dominant or underexplored areas, and de-
tection of research gaps. Moreover, the results of such
studies can provide a basis for scientific policy-making,
resource allocation, and strategic planning at national
and institutional levels. At the international level, numer-
ous studies have employed this approach. For example,
a study on post-stroke speech rehabilitation reported key
research trends and hotspots in the United States, high-
lighting the country’s leading contribution [11]. A study
evaluating UK research from 1991 to 2000 showed that
the UK accounted for approximately 12% of global pro-
duction in the SLP field [12]. A study conducted a con-
tent analysis of a professional journal in the field of SLP
and reported a gradual shift toward more sophisticated
methodologies and increased cross-national collabora-
tions [13]. A study conducted in South Korea, using the
keyword network analysis, mapped conceptual struc-
tures and interdisciplinary thematic relationships [14].
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Despite international studies, no comprehensive, system-
atic analysis has been conducted in Iran to examine the re-
search trends of SLP faculty members at Iranian universities,
particularly in pediatric SLP. While bibliometric methods
are recognized as valid, reliable, and information-rich tools
for evaluating the research performance of universities and
academic groups [15], the collective research output and
international scientific impact of faculty members in this
discipline in Iran have not been systematically document-
ed. Over the past five decades, medical universities in Iran
have played a significant role in training SLP specialists and
developing educational and research capacities in speech
therapy [16]. Identifying research gaps is a primary objec-
tive of scientometric studies, and specific frameworks exist
to determine these gaps and guide future research agendas
[17, 18]. However, thematic trends, methodological devel-
opments, and overall research trends in the field of pediatric
SLP in Iran have not been analyzed coherently; as a result,
research priorities and underexplored areas of pediatric SLP
have not been clearly defined. Given the long history of SLP
education in Iran and the gradual growth in the volume of
scientific production, this gap is considerable. No study has
systematically examined the scientific production of Iranian
SLP faculty members over the past five decades. Therefore,
the present study aims to fill this gap and provide a roadmap
for shaping future scientific strategies for pediatric SLP in
Iran by systematically analyzing research trends, identifying
strengths and barriers, and explaining future opportunities.

Materials and Methods

This descriptive-retrospective study systematically analyz-
es the scope and trends of pediatric SPL research conducted
by faculty members of medical universities in Iran. The
analysis focuses on the following aspects: Annual publica-
tion trends, areas of clinical practice in SPL, research focus
on the clinical field, causes of communication and swallow-
ing disorders studied, research designs (e.g. clinical trials,
cross-sectional, etc.), and the indexing status of articles. To
be eligible, articles had to meet all of the following criteria:
at least one author being a SPL faculty member at a medical
university in Iran, being conducted during authors’ employ-
ment at one of medical universities Iran, the research fo-
cused on pediatric SPL domains including communication,
speech, language, and swallowing disorders (encompassing
aspects of prevention, screening, diagnosis, assessment, in-
tervention, counseling, and education), being registered in
the Scientometric System of the Iranian Ministry of Health
and Medical Education (MOHME), relevance to the Iranian
context and culture, publication in peer-reviewed journals,
publication up to November 2, 2024.
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The Scientometric System of the Iranian Ministry of
Health and Medical Education (MOHME) was used as
the primary source for data collection. This system sys-
tematically records and updates the scientific publica-
tions of SPL faculty members at Iranian medical univer-
sities. The profile of each faculty member was reviewed
and the titles and abstracts of their articles were screened
to confirm the relevance. The articles with shared au-
thorship were included only once based on the first au-
thor’s name in the final analysis.

The article selection process was conducted in multi-
ple systematic phases. First, one research team member
accessed the Scientometric System and collected the in-
formation of all relevant publications. Duplicates were
removed and then independently reviewed and veri-
fied by a second evaluator. In the next step, three other
research team members conducted initial screening of
the remaining records based on title, author name, and
abstracts. Finally, articles that successfully passed this
stage underwent full-text screening for final confirma-
tion of eligibility. Following systematic screening of 398
articles, 380 articles met all inclusion criteria, of which
18 articles were excluded due to lack of direct relevance
to pediatric SPL.

The analysis of articles was done based on seven pa-
rameters: year of publication (for annual research trend
analysis), clinical domains, thematic subdomains, target
population, research focus, research design, and index-
ing status in international databases. Definitions and
classifications for each parameter were extracted based
on valid guidelines in the field of SPL [19, 20]. Clini-
cal domains were categorized based on the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association guidelines and
included feeding and swallowing, fluency, resonance,
voice, cognition, and speech sound production. Re-
search focus was categorized based on normal growth
and function, incidence and prevalence studies, screen-
ing studies, assessment and diagnostic studies, inter-
vention studies, study of disorder characteristics, and
multifaceted studies. Population classification was
based on all cases of pediatric SPL, enabling systematic
analysis of trends across different clinical populations.
The research team together reviewed and analyzed each
study based on classifications, and disagreements were
resolved through discussion and consensus between at
least two team members. A table was used to list the ex-
tracted data.
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Results
Annual publication trends

The number of published articles showed substantial
growth throughout the study period (Table 1). In the
early years, research activity was low (n=2, 0.5% in
2007; n=1, 0.3% in 2008). From 2009 onward, a sus-
tained growth in research publication was observed. A
significant increase occurred from 2014 (n=24, 6.3%)
to 2018 (n=29, 7.6%). The peak was observed from
2020 (n=42, 11.1%) to 2022 (n=45, 11.8%), with a total
number of 115 articles (30.3%). However, it declined in
2023 (n=23, 6.1%) and 2024 (n=12, 3.2%), likely due to
incomplete research data records in the system for 2024
during the data collection phase.

Publication trends based on clinical domains

As shown in Table 2, the greatest research domain was
receptive/expressive language (n=153, 40.3%). Within
this domain, the highest number of studies was related
to semantics (n=44, 11.6%), followed by phonology
(n=41, 10.8%), prelinguistic communication (n=32,
8.4%), and syntax (n=31, 8.2%), while less research
was related to pragmatics (n= 23, 6.1%), literacy (n=13,
3.4%), and morphology (n=5, 1.3%).

The second most popular domain was speech sound
production (n=62, 16.3%), with studies primarily fo-
cusing on phonological disorders (n=60, 15.8%). The
next domain was feeding/swallowing disorders (n=32,
8.4%), with oral-motor functions being the primary fo-
cus (n=21, 5.5%). The fluency domain was investigated
in 21 studies (5.5%) that exclusively addressed stutter-
ing. Regarding the cognition domain, 16 studies (4.2%)
were found, with memory being the main topic (n=12,
3.2%). Family/caregiver outcomes were examined in 12
studies (3.2%), while the domains of voice (n=10, 2.6%)
and resonance (n=8, 2.1%) received the least attention.

Publication trends based on target population

According to the results in Table 3, the studies related
to children with normal speech-language development
were more prevalent (n=117, 30.8%), followed by
the studies on children with hearing loss/impairment
(n=81, 21.1%), and stuttering (n=34, 8.9%). The num-
ber of studies on children with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD; n=21, 5.5%) and developmental language disor-
ders (n=19, 5%) were also considerable. Other popular
target populations included those with cleft lip and pal-
ate (n=20, 5.3%), bilingualism (n=19, 5%), and preterm
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Table 1. No. of published articles related to pediatric SPL (2007-2024)

Year No. (%)
2007 2(0.5)
2008 1(0.3)
2009 4(1.1)
2010 13(3.4)
2011 9(2.4)
2012 12(3.2)
2013 13(3.4)
2014 24(6.3)
2015 27(7.1)
2016 28(7.4)
2017 28(7.4)
2018 29(7.6)
2019 40(10.5)
2020 42(11.1)
2021 28(7.4)
2022 45(11.8)
2023 23(6.1)
2024 12(3.2)
Total 380(100)

birth (n=18, 4.7%). On the other hand, the target popula-
tions that received the least attention included children
with intellectual/cognitive disabilities (n=13, 3.4%),
cerebral palsy (n=7, 1.8%), swallowing disorders (n=5,
1.3%), and learning disabilities (n=4, 1.1%), vocal fold
pathology (n=2, 0.5%), attention deficit/hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD; n=2, 0.5%), phenylketonuria (n=1,
0.3%), and epilepsy (n=1, 0.3%).

Publication trends based on research focus

According to the results in Table 4, the predominant
research focus was on describing disorder characteris-
tics (n=147, 38.7%), followed by assessment and diag-
nosis (1=99, 26.1%) and intervention (n=67, 17.6%).
The number of studies focused on normal development
and function was 55 (14.5%). The number of studies fo-

Archives of

Rehabilitation

cused on prevalence/incidence evaluation (n=9, 2.4%)
and screening (n=1, 0.3%) was low.

Publication trends based on indexing status

The majority of articles (n=354, 93.2%) were indexed
in at least one international database, while 26 studies
(6.8%) were not indexed (Table 5). Scopus was the most
common indexing database (n=288, 75.8%), followed
by Web of Science (n=173, 45.5%), PubMed (n=143,
37.6%), Embase (n=141, 37.1%), and the Directory of
Open Access Journals (DOAJ) (n=119, 31.3%). The
number of articles with high indexing (in 4-5 databas-
es) was 96 (25.3%), with the Embase/PubMed/Scopus/
Web of Science indexing status being the most common
(n=69, 18.2%). The number of articles with moderate
indexing (in 2-3 databases) was 201(52.9%), while the
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Table 2. Number of articles related to pediatric SPL by clinical domains and subdomains

Domain Subdomain No. (%)
Phonological 60(15.8)
Speech sound production
Apraxia of speech 2(0.5)
Phonology 41(10.8)
Morphology 5(1.3)
Syntax 31(8.2)
Language (receptive/expressive) Semantics 44(11.6)
Pragmatics 23(6.1)
Literacy 13(3.4)
Prelinguistic communication 32(8.4)
Resonance Hypernasality 8(2.1)
Phonation quality 6(1.6)
Voice Loudness 1(0.3)
Pitch 3(0.8)
Fluency Stuttering 21(5.5)
Oral, pharyngeal, laryngeal, esophageal 11(2.9)
Feeding and swallowing
Oral-motor functions 21(5.5)
Memory 12(3.2)
Cognition Attention 1(0.3)
Executive function 3(0.8)
Quality of life and emotional health 4(1.1)
Caregiver burden and stress 3(0.8)
Family/caregiver outcomes
Parental participation and self-efficacy 3(0.8)
Parent-child interaction and relationship 2(0.5)
Combined (more than one clinical domain) 4(1.1)
Total 380(100)
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number of articles with indexing in a single database sities, published from 2007 to 2024, and recorded in the
was 57(15%). Twenty-six articles (6.8%) were not in- Scientometric Database of Iranian MOHME.

dexed in any database.
The predominance of language disorder-related re-

Discussion search (40.3%) reflects its clinical importance in pedi-
atric populations. In a similar study in the Philippines,

This study analyzed 380 articles authored by faculty language disorders also had the highest prevalence
members of SPL departments at Iranian medical univer- among the SPL studies (27.6%) [21]. In a study in the
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Table 3. Number of studies related to pediatric SPL by target population

Population No. (%)
Cleft lip and palate 20(5.3)
Hearing loss/impairment 81(21.1)
Autism spectrum disorder 21(5.5)
Preterm birth 18(4.7)
Stuttering 34(8.9)
Vocal fold pathology 2(0.5)
Phenylketonuria 1(0.3)
Learning disabilities 4(1.1)
Intellectual disabilities 13(3.4)
Bilingualism 19(5)
Cerebral palsy 7(1.8)
Developmental language disorders 19(5)
Swallowing disorders 5(1.3)
Attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder 2(0.5)
Typical development 117(30.8)
Epilepsy 1(0.3)
Idiopathic 11(2.9)
Combined 2(0.5)
Total 380(100)

United Kingdom, language development was one of
the major research areas [12]. This consistency dem-
onstrates that the focus of studies conducted by Iranian
speech-language pathologists aligns with international
priorities. Within the language domain, the higher em-
phasis on semantics (11.6%) and phonology (10.8%)
subdomains aligns with international research priorities
[22], as these components are considered fundamental
elements of early language development and show the
greatest vulnerability in children with neurodevelop-
mental conditions [23-25]. Moreover, recent research
evidence in Iran emphasizes the importance of complex
phonological processing in predicting literacy skills.
For example, Imani-Shakibayi and Zarifian showed that
the occurrence of atypical speech errors and difficulty
in producing multisyllabic words in Iranian preschool
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children may be associated with risk of future read-
ing problems and phonological awareness [16]. These
results highlight the important role of complex speech
stimuli in assessing phonological processes in Persian-
speaking children and support their use in both research
and clinical settings for early identification of children
at risk for literacy challenges. Regarding the language
subdomain of prelinguistic communication (8.4%), the
results demonstrated Iranian scholars’ awareness of the
importance of early intervention, consistent with inter-
national trends. However, the limited attention to the
morphology subdomain (1.3%) represents a significant
gap, particularly given its importance in morphological-
ly rich languages such as Persian, which has a complex
system of prefixes, suffixes, and pluralization.

Hasanati F, et al. Pediatric ST Research Trends in Iran. RJ. 2026; 27(2):262-285.
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Table 4. Number of studies related to pediatric SPL by research focus

Research Focus No. (%)

Normal development and function 55(14.5)
Incidence/prevalence 9(2.4)
Screening 1(0.3)

Assessment and diagnosis 99(26.1)

Intervention 67(17.6)

Disorder characteristics 147(38.7)
Multifaceted studies 2(0.5)

Total 380(100)

The limited research on voice (2.6%) and resonance
(2.1%) domains contrasts with the importance of clinical
attention to these conditions, particularly in populations
with cleft lip and palate (5.3% of studies). This pattern
is similar to the results of a Philippine study [21], where
voice disorders received limited attention (6%) and little
research was devoted to augmentative and alternative
communication (1.6%), motor speech disorders (1.2%),
fluency (0.8%), and resonance (0.4%). Global sciento-
metric analysis by La et al. on cohesive speech studies
(n=395) during 1970-2020 also showed that language
development and SPL were dominant globally, while
limited attention had been given to voice and resonance
disorders [26]. The limited investigation of these sub-
domains may be due to limited access to specialized
equipment or insufficient expertise in acoustic analysis
at Iranian institutions, highlighting areas for future de-
velopment.

The considerable number of studies on children with
normal speech-language development (30.8%) and
hearing-related disorders (21.1%) represents Iranian
scholars’ foundational approaches to understanding
communication disorders in children and aligns with in-
ternational priorities. Determining developmental norms
is essential for culturally appropriate assessment and in-
tervention, as language acquisition varies significantly
across cultures [27, 28]. In this regard, recent Iranian
studies on people with hearing impairment have gone
beyond mere descriptions of linguistic characteristics
and have addressed the interaction between cognitive
and linguistic abilities. For example, Hajgholamrezace
et al. investigated the relationship between theory of
mind, comprehension of mental verbs, and mean length
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of utterance in Persian-speaking children with hearing
impairment and found significant correlations between
advanced cognitive and linguistic abilities [29]. These
findings highlight the importance of more comprehen-
sive interventions beyond mere language instruction.
Similarly, La et al. emphasized the global importance
of research in normal speech-language development
for establishing assessment criteria, particularly in cul-
turally diverse settings [26]. Iranian scholars’ focus on
typical speech-language development is particularly
significant given the linguistic diversity of Persian and
other regional languages, as applying Western standards
can lead to misdiagnosis or inappropriate interventions
[28]. The considerable attention to children with hearing
disorders reflects the clinical importance of these disor-
ders and the existing research infrastructure in this field,
which takes on additional significance given the high
prevalence of hearing loss in populations with common
consanguineous marriages in Iran [30-32]. Mowzoon
et al. [33] examined the relationship between linguistic
variables and executive functions in Persian-speaking
children aged 5-8 years with and without developmental
language disorder, and demonstrated a close relationship
between language development and executive function
development, which is important for designing targeted
interventions.

The prevalence of studies conducted by Iranian SPL
scholars on children with ASD was 5.5%. Ghovati et al.
[34] showed that Persian-speaking children with ASD
aged 3-5 years exhibited significant delays across all
early communication domains compared to typically de-
veloping 12-month-old peers, despite being older. They
emphasized the necessity of early screening and targeted

Hasanati F, et al. Pediatric ST Research Trends in Iran. RJ. 2026; 27(2):262-285.
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Table 5. Number of studies related to pediatric SPL by indexing status

Indexing Status No. (%)
WoS+Scopus+PubMed+Embase 69(18.2)
WoS+Scopus+PubMed+Embase+DOAJ 9(2.4)
ESCl+Scopus+PubMed+Embase 14(3.7)
High (4-5 databases)
ESCl+Scopus+PubMed+Embase+DOAJ 7(1.8)
Other combinations 7(1.8)
Total 96(25.3)
ISI+Scopus+PubMed 30(7.9)
Scopus+Embase 32(8.4)
Scopus+DOAJ 33(8.7)
Moderate (2-3 databases) ESCl+Scopus+PubMed 6(1.6)
ESCl+Scopus+DOAJ 9(2.4)
Other combinations 91(24.0)
Total 201(52.9)
Scopus only 55(14.5)
DOAJ only 44(11.6)
Other 8(2.1)
Low (single database)
Total 107(28.2)
Not indexed 26(6.8)
Total status 380(100)

intervention programs to support language and com-
munication development. The limited attention of SPL
research on children with ADHD (0.5%) and learning
disabilities (1.1%) reported in our study is concerning,
given their growing recognition and significant impact
on communication development. This result contrasts
with international trends, where research interest in
these children is increasing, driven by greater awareness
of the prevalence, complexity, and lifelong impact of
these disorders [35]. According to our results, children
with cerebral palsy (1.8%) and swallowing disorders
(1.3%) also had received very limited attention, despite
the relatively high prevalence and significant impact of
these disorders on the quality of life.

The higher focus of SPL research on disorder charac-
teristics (38.7%) rather than on interventions (17.6%) in-
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dicates the formation of foundational knowledge about
communication disorders in Iranian children. This result
is consistent with a Philippine study, in which the na-
ture of disorders was the focus of 20.8% of studies, and
there were 11.2% intervention studies [21]. The result
also aligns with global trends, where descriptive stud-
ies dominate SLP research (60%) during 2011-2020, as
disorder profiles need to be prepared before developing
interventions [26]. However, this narrow focus may im-
pede the translation of research into clinical practice, as
intervention studies are vital for developing evidence-
based treatments. Globally [36], while randomized con-
trolled trials receive even less attention [37]. The focus
of SPL research on assessment and diagnosis (26.1%)
reported in our study reflects the clinical priority of ac-
curate diagnosis. Iranian scholars have played an im-
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portant role in developing and validating indigenous
diagnostic tools in Persian. The number of SPL articles
focused on screening (0.3%) and epidemiology (2.4%)
was low, which restricts evidence-based policy-making,
prevention, and early intervention. Similar gaps exist in
other developing countries, such as the Philippines [21].
Comprehensive population-based studies are essential
for designing effective service delivery models, ensur-
ing early identification, and improving long-term out-
comes for children with communication disorders.

The high proportion of SPL studies by Iranian faculty
members indexed in international databases (93.2%)
demonstrates the quality of research and its global sig-
nificance. The predominance of Scopus-indexed articles
(75.8%) indicates adherence to international standards
by Iranian scholars and journals. However, lower index-
ing in specialized databases such as PubMed (37.6%)
may limit accessibility for clinical practitioners who
primarily use medical databases to search for resources.

Limitations

It is important to note that this study examined only
the articles of SPL faculty members recorded in the Sci-
entometric Database of Iranian MOHME, and there is
no information available about the total number of SPL
studies conducted in Iran or the ratio of published arti-
cles to total research. This limitation hampers the ability
to compare publication rates in Iran with those of other
countries. The Philippine study by Bondoc et al. [21]
attempted to analyze both published and unpublished
articles and reported that 93.6% of articles remained
unpublished [21]. Such comparisons highlight the dif-
ferent methodological approaches possible in research
productivity analysis. As La et al. [26] emphasized, re-
gional research networks play an important role in pro-
moting global publication and knowledge exchange. Al-
though the Scientometric Database of Iranian MOHME
is a standardized system for recording faculty members’
publications, it does not encompass all published scien-
tific works in Iran. The information of books, confer-
ence papers, master’s and doctoral theses, reports, and
articles from local non-indexed journals may be incom-
plete or completely absent. Also, since the dataset was
limited to scientific publications of faculty members,
research conducted by clinical practitioners or non-
medical faculty members was not included in the analy-
sis. Moreover, inclusion of interdisciplinary research as
a research domain may cause overlap or misallocation
of domains, even after reaching a consensus. Due to
compliance with ethical principles and confidentiality, it
was not possible to accurately analyze the contribution

2026. Vol 27. Issue 2

of each faculty member or medical university. The pres-
ent study was a macro-level analysis of thematic domain
evolution across time periods, and thus identification
of gaps in pediatric SPL research in Iran over the past
five decades. Accordingly, identifying or ranking lead-
ing scholars and universities was not within its scope.
Therefore, citation-based metrics and co-authorship net-
work analysis were not used in the study. These limita-
tions indicate that the findings should be interpreted as
reflecting indexed articles published by Iranian faculty
members in peer-reviewed journals, not as representa-
tive of all SPL research in Iran.

Recommendations

To achieve a more comprehensive analysis of national
scientific output, future review studies should include
gray literature from university repositories, theses (from
the IranDoc database), conference proceedings, and
publications in local, non-indexed journals, as well as
those indexed in international databases. Also, comple-
mentary and targeted scientometric studies are recom-
mended to identify leading scholars and universities in
various subdomains of pediatric SPL. Using citation
metrics and network analysis, a more precise picture
of scientific output and research trends in this field can
be provided. Additionally, establishing co-authorship
networks among Iranian and international scholars can
strengthen methodological rigor and cross-border appli-
cability of findings. Greater attention should be paid to
interventional studies and randomized controlled trials
in pediatric SPL, using culturally adapted treatments and
comparative designs. Furthermore, more epidemiologi-
cal studies should be conducted to determine the preva-
lence and burden of communication disorders among
Iranian children, particularly in rural and underserved
areas. Future screening studies should focus on design-
ing diagnostic tools and protocols for early identifica-
tion that are culturally and linguistically appropriate for
Iranian people. Additionally, expanding the target popu-
lation to clinical cases (e.g. children with ADHD, learn-
ing disabilities, and traumatic brain injuries) can help
fill existing research gaps. Using Al-driven assessments
and modern intervention tools, including tele-practice
and mobile health applications, can be an important step
towards increasing access, efficiency, and innovation in
the delivery of speech therapy services.
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Conclusion

SPL research in Iran has reached a stage of scientific
maturity, characterized by strong foundations in lan-
guage development and hearing disorders, while also of-
fering significant opportunities to expand interventional
research, epidemiological studies, and investigations of
clinical populations. Iranian faculty members and medi-
cal universities, by producing pioneering studies across
various SPL domains, have been able to address local
needs and gain visibility in international databases. The
high indexing status indicates the SPL research’s high
potential for global impact, while identified research
gaps (low interventional, epidemiological, and screen-
ing studies and those on clinical populations) show a
clear path for determining future research priorities and
developing clinical services. Overall, the findings pro-
vide a milestone for understanding the SPL research
trends in Iran and a roadmap for strengthening the role
of SPL research in promoting the national health system
and expanding the frontiers of global knowledge.
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